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Minding Animals Bulletin 33 

Dates and Venue for Minding Animals Conference 4 
 
As previously announced, the next Minding Animals conference will be held from 17 to 24 
January, 2018, inclusive, at the Centro de Exposiciones de la UNAM (UNAM Conference Centre) 
at the Mexican National University in Ciudad de México (UNAM). 

The conference will be jointly hosted by the Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo, 
located in Morelia, and the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM) located in the 
southern suburbs of Ciudad de México. 
 
Contact details for the conference will be made available shortly.  In the meantime, you are 
welcome to contact mindinganimals@gmail.com for further information.  A dedicated conference 
website will be made available in the next month or two to facilitate submission of abstracts, 
accommodation, travel and visa requirements, details about the programme and venue, and other 
information regarding your visit to México.  Until such time as the website becomes live, and for 
general information and links that will also be available, please see: 
https://mindinganimals.com/macs/mac4-ciudad-de-mexico-mexico/ 
 
The official conference language will be English but, like all previous conferences, abstracts from 
other languages will be welcome and special language sessions offered.  Abstracts in Spanish and 
Portuguese are especially welcome from our host nation and the broader Americas.  Plenary 
sessions and other major presentations will be translated between English and Spanish. 
 
Our keynote, dinner, plenary and invited speakers will be announced throughout 2016 and 2017, 
as will details of how you will be able to lodge abstracts, register for the conference, and book 
accommodation for your stay in México.  And remember, start saving your money – Minding 
Animals Conferences last for seven days and cultural events form a major component of the week. 
 
 
The names Minding Animals, Minding Animals International, MA, MAI, the organisational logos and all content on the Minding Animals Website 
and Bulletin is © 2016 Minding Animals International Incorporated. 

mailto:mindinganimals@gmail.com
https://mindinganimals.com/macs/mac4-ciudad-de-mexico-mexico/


2 

 

 
 
 

Plenary Speakers for MAC4 

 
Our first two rounds of Plenary and Invited Speakers were announced in Bulletin 31 and 32 and 
include (in alphabetical order): 

 Carol Adams will deliver the second Marti Kheel Memorial Lecture 
 John Baird Callicott will be a Plenary speaker and will be a panelist 
 Marita Gimenez Candela will be a Plenary speaker 
 Mylan Engel will be an Invited speaker and will be a panelist 
 Leonora Esquivel Frías will be an Invited speaker and will be a panelist 
 Lori Gruen will introduce Carol Adams and will be an Invited speaker and panelist 
 Donna Haraway will be a Plenary speaker and will be a panelist 
 Alejandro Herrera Ibáñez will be an Invited speaker and will be a panelist 
 Dale Jamieson will be an Invited speaker and will be a panelist 
 Bruno Latour will be a Plenary speaker and will be a panelist 
 Francisco Galindo Maldonado will be a Plenary speaker and will be a panelist 
 Vivek Menon will be an Invited speaker and will be a panelist 
 Jill Robinson will be an Invited speaker 
 Peter Singer will be a panelist 
 Kim Stallwood will be an Invited speaker and will be a panelist 

 
Our third round of Plenary and Invited Speakers are announced below: 
 

Sue Coe 
 

 
Photograph by Hildegard Bachert, Circa 2005. 

Courtesy Galerie St. Etienne, New York. 

 
Sue Coe is considered one of the foremost political artists working today.  Born in England in 1951, 
she moved to New York in the early 1970’s.  In the years that followed, she was featured on the 
cover of Art News and in numerous museum collections and exhibitions, including a retrospective 
at the Hirshhorn Museum in Washington.  A firm believer in the power of the media to effect 
change, Coe has seen her work published in The New York Times, the New Yorker, Rolling Stone and 
countless other periodicals.  Similarly, Coe sees printmaking as a way to reach a broad audience.  
Accessible and affordable, Sue Coe’s etchings, lithographs and woodcuts have become extremely 
popular. 
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While Sue’s work covers a variety of subjects, she has spent years documenting the atrocities 
committed by people against animals and continues to generate both prints and art on that subject.  
Her series of prints The Tragedy of War examines the atrocities that humans commit against one 
another, specifically revealed by the horrors of war.  Recent projects include her publication Bully: 
Master of the Global Merry-Go-Round (2004), a scathing critique of the Bush administration, as well 
as the book Sheep of Fools… a song cycle for 5 voices, which gives a broad history of sheep farming, 
highlighting the abuses of the animals for human gain. 
 
The 2010 exhibition at the Galerie St. Etienne, ELEPHANTS WE MUST NEVER FORGET: New 
Paintings, Drawings and Prints by Sue Coe, will be published shortly.  MAD AS HELL!,  Sue Coe’s 
2012 exhibition at the Galerie St. Etienne, featured new work by he concomitantly published in 
book form as Cruel, a continued, critical look at the Animal Industry that builds upon her 
groundbreaking 1996 book Dead Meat, published by O/R books in 2013.  Last year, Sue Coe was 
awarded the prestigious Dickinson College Arts Award in Carlisle Pennsylvania.  Sue Coe is 
currently working on a reimagining of the book Animal Farm.  Other publications include How to 
Commit Suicide in South Africa (1983), X (1986), Police State (1987), Dead Meat (1996), and Pit’s Letter 
(2000), Bully! Master of the Global Merry-Go-Round (2004), Sheep of Fools…A Song Cycle for Five Voices 
(2005), The Ghosts of our Meat (2013).  Sue will be a Plenary Speaker at MAC4. 
 

Siobhan O’Sullivan 
 

 
 
Siobhan O’Sullivan is lecturer in social policy at UNSW, Australia.  She has published extensively 
on animal issues including a book called Animals, Equality and Democracy and a co-edited collection 
called The Political Turn in Animal Ethics.  She is a long standing and highly respected member of 
the animal protection movement in Australia.  She hosts a fortnightly podcast called ‘Knowing 
Animals’ featuring interviews with Animal Studies scholars from around the world at 
http://knowinganimals.libsyn.com  Siobhan will be an Invited Speaker at MAC4 and will take 
part in one of the many panels planned for the conference. 
 

Alicia Puleo 
 
Alicia H. Puleo earned her PhD in Philosophy at the Universidad Complutense de Madrid.  
Currently, she is Full Professor of Ethics and Political Philosophy at the University of Valladolid 
(Spain) where she also headed the Centre for Gender Studies during more than ten years.  She is a 
board member of the Feminist Research Institute (Instituto de Investigaciones Feministas) at the 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid and a member of the advisory board of  the Centre for 
Animal Ethics of the University Pompeu Fabra of Barcelona. 

http://knowinganimals.libsyn.com/
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Her books include Dialéctica de la sexualidad. Género y sexo en la Filosofía Contemporánea (1992),  
Filosofía, Género y pensamiento crítico (2000) and Ecofeminismo para otro mundo posible (2011).  She is 
the editor of El reto de la igualdad de género. Nuevas perspectivas en Ética y Filosofía Política (2008) and 
Género y Ecología en diálogo interdisciplinar (2015).  She has published other books and numerous 
articles on French Enlightenment Thought and Feminist and Ecofeminism Philosophy.  Since 2014, 
she heads the collection “Feminismos” at Cátedra Publisher.  She co-founded the Iberian and 
Iberoamerican Ecofeminist Network.  Her work gives central attention to human and nonhuman 
animal relationship and the intersection between androcentrism and anthropocentrism.  Among 
other relevant topics, she has studied the gendered subtext of bullfighting.  Alicia will be an 
Invited Speaker at MAC4 and will take part in one of the many panels planned for the conference. 
 

Jonathan Balcombe 
 

 
 
Jonathan Balcombe PhD is a biologist, author, and a life-long animal advocate.  He has published 
over 50 journal articles and book chapters.  His 2006 book Pleasurable Kingdom is the first in-
depth examination of animals’ capacity to enjoy life.  His subsequent books Second Nature, and The 
Exultant Ark also present animals in a new light and presage a revolution in the human animal 
relationship.  His new book, What a Fish Knows (see details in the next Bulletin 34), explores the 
private lives of the planet’s most misunderstood and exploited vertebrates.  Jonathan is Director 
for Animal Sentience with The Humane Society Institute for Science and Policy, in Washington, 
DC.  In January, he and his colleagues launched Animal Sentience, the first scholarly journal of 
animal feeling.  Jonathan will be an Invited Speaker and panelist at MAC4. 
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Patrick Llored 
 

 
 
Patrick Llored publishes on animal philosophy, animal ethics and contemporary European 
thought, particularly regarding the works of Derrida, Latour, Foucault, Agamben and Sloterdijk.  
His recent books include Jacques Derrida. Politique et éthique de l’animalité (Sils Maria, 2013), 
Apprendre à philosopher avec Derrida (Ellipses, 2014).  He is preparing two books on animals for La 
Démocratie animale. Politique et animalité and Introduction à l’anthropologie politique de Bruno Latour.  
Patrick is profesor of philosophy and a member of the Institut de recherches philosophiques de 
Lyon (IRPHIL) de l’Université Jean Moulin Lyon III.  Patrick will be an Invisted Speaker at MAC4, 
as well as a panelist. 
 

Meet your MAC4 Convenors 

 

Ana Cristina Ramírez Barreto 
 

 
 
Professor at the Philosophy Department, Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo 
(UMSNH), author of De humanos y otros animales (2009) and editor of Filosofía desde América Temas, 
balances y perspectivas (2011).  Ana Cristina earned her PhD in Social Anthropology at El Colegio de 
Michoacán in 2005.  Ana Cristina is on the editorial board of several journals, including AIBR 
Revista de Antropología Iberoamericana and Devenires Revista de Filosofía y Filosofía de la Cultura.  Since 
2003, Ana Cristina has organised academic events centred on the social relations between humans 
and other animals, especially cattle.  See more on Ana Cristina at https://umich-
mx.academia.edu/ACRamirez, at the Institutional Review Board (Comité de Ética) for the UMSNH 
https://sites.google.com/site/proyectoceidbaumsnh/home, and on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/anacristina.ramirezbarreto 

https://umich-mx.academia.edu/ACRamirez
https://umich-mx.academia.edu/ACRamirez
https://sites.google.com/site/proyectoceidbaumsnh/home
http://www.facebook.com/anacristina.ramirezbarreto
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Beatriz Vanda 
 

 
 
Beatriz Vanda is a veterinary  pathologist with a PhD in Bioethics.  She is a pathologist and 
bioethics teacher and researcher at the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM).  
Betty’s discipline areas include the moral status of nonhuman animals, ethics in the relationship 
between humans and other animals, animal welfare and euthanasia.  She also works with several 
Animal Care and Use Committees. 

 

Panel Sessions at MAC4 
 
Panel sessions have been a popular aspect of all previous Minding Animals conferences.  Ciudad 
de México will be no different.  Several panels are planned.  Greater detail regarding the panels 
will emerge as we get closer to the big event, but just to whet your appetite, here is some 
information: 

Tom Regan – his work and philosophy 
 
The publication of The Case for Animal Rights by Tom Regan in 1983 is a key moment in the history 
of the relationship between human and nonhuman animals.  Regan argued that if sending beings 
were ‘subjects of a life’ that, regardless of species, they were entitled to rights, with the right to 
respect being the most fundamental.  Professor Regan is a moral philosopher who is 
internationally recognised for his contribution to, not only animal rights, but also to environmental 
ethics and the relationship between them.  In honour of his life’s work, Kim Stallwood will chair a 
roundtable discussion on Tom Regan and his philosophy at MAC4.  The participants will be: 

 John Baird Callicott 

 Mylan Engel 

 Lori Gruen 

 Alejandro Herrera Ibáñez 

 Peter Singer (via Skype) 

 Dale Jamieson 
 

Bullfighting, Cockfighting and Dogfighting 
 
Bullfighting is a well-known practice in Spain, southern France and in México.  Bullfighting is 
most deeply rooted in México, Colombia, Peru and Ecuador, with about 9,000 bulls slaughtered 
every year at bullrings in México alone where bullfighting dates back to the 16th century.   
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Bullfighting is now being banned in many cities and some states in Spain and México, and some 
political parties like the Green Party in México taking up the cause.  Cockfighting, and to a lesser 
extent dogfighting, remain as underground cultural traditions in many parts of the Americas.  
These barbaric abuses of nonhuman animals will be put under the spotlight at MAC4 by our 
distinguished panelists: 

 Alicia Puleo 

 Leonora Esquival 

 Beatriz Vanda 

 Claudia Edwards 

Other Panel Sessions Announcements and Requests 

The following panel sessions will also be in the MAC4 programme: 
Compassionate Conservation 
Animals and Art 
Animals, Ethics and the Cultural Turn 
Animals and Politics 
The Zoo 
Animals and the Law 
Bioethics and Effective Cultural Change 
Animals and Religion 
Animals and Climate Change 
Animals and Philosophy 

 
One special panel will be entitled The Animal Studies Student – 3 years on.  This panel will involve 
the student panelists that presented at the student panel in New Delhi.  Each of the panelists will 
recount their experiences as a now former or continuing student.  It is planned to have the 
following return panelists: 

 Upasana Ganguly 

 Jessica Ison 

 Kelsi Nagy 

 Adam See 

 Yuan-chih Lung 

What Should Your Abstract for MAC4 Consider? 
 
A Call for Abstracts will be made at the beginning of 2017.  As for the previous three Minding 
Animals Conferences, MAC4 will be open to no end of papers dedicated to animal studies and 
animal protection.  We would like to stress that Minding Animals International Inc. (MAI) works 
to further the development of animal studies internationally and to help establish legal and moral 
protections for all nonhuman animals. 
 
As such, Minding Animals Conferences are available for animal academics and activists alike, and 
provides an avenue for the transdisciplinary field of Animal Studies in all its guises (Human 
Animal Studies, Anthrozoology, Critical Animal Studies and so on) to be more responsive to the 
protection of animals.  It is recognised that animal protection in this context encapsulates 
environmentalism, animal liberation, animal rights, wildlife protection, animal welfare and animal 
law and justice, veterinarian and the zoological sciences (in no particular order of importance). 
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MAI aims to enable discourse between the various interests (from the arts, literature, feminist 
studies, queer studies, philosophy, law and public policy, to the humanities and cultural studies, 
to name just a few) within this rapidly developing transdisciplinary field in ways that will improve 
the status of nonhuman animals and alleviate nonhuman animal exploitation.  As such, MAI also 
facilitates research in Animal Studies.  So we will soon be calling for abstracts from all these areas 
of interest.  That said, MAC4, like all past conferences, will have dedicated themes that may help 
you focus your presentation.  Our six themes and some possible topics for your consideration are 
outlined below. 
 
We stress to all delegates that they should participate in Minding Animals Conferences in a spirit 
of honesty and cooperation, accepting that other delegates may have divergent opinions, but 
always with the overall objective of protecting animals, no matter in what form or time frame.  
Nonetheless, we urge critical debate and active engagement with your fellow delegates. 

 
I. Wildlife, Compassionate Conservation and Climate Change 
1. The Wild and the Captive 
2. The Individual and the Species 
3. Conservation Biology and Biodiversity Conservation 
4. Environmental Enrichment for Captive Animals 
5. Freedom, Captivity, Hunting 
6. Animal Agriculture, Climate Change and the Impact on Animals 

II. Animals, Bioethics and Law 
1. Animal Sentience, Rights, Ethics and the Law 
2. Animal Use, Legislation and Regulations 
3. Ethics and Animal Health Professions 
4. Working Animals and Obligations towards Animals 

III. Animals in the Arts 
1. Performance Art 
2. Wildlife 
3. Photography, Portraits and Sculpture 
4. Drawings and Paintings through the Ages 
5. Animals in Graffiti 
6. Animals Representations through History 

IV. Animal Minds and Welfare 
1. Ethology and the Mental and Cognitive States of Animals 
2. Animal Emotions 
3. The application of the Five Freedoms 
4. Animals in Education 
5. Relationships and Communication Systems between Animals 

V. Animals in Theology and Religions 
1. Nonhuman Animals in Buddhism, Jainism and Hinduism 
2. Nonhuman Animals in East Asian Religions 
3. Nonhuman Animals in Christianity, Islam and Judaism 

VI. Animals in Sport, Entertainment and Traditions 
1. Bullfighting, Cockfighting, Dogfighting, Horsefighting, Camelfighting 
2. Greyhound Racing and Coursing 
3. Horse Racing 
4. Circuses, Rodeos and Mounting traditions 
5. Canned Hunting 
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Partner Events 
 

20 to 21 August, 2016: Kelaniya, Sri Lanka 

Asian Elephants in Culture and Nature 

Venue: Centre for Asian Studies, University of Kelaniya 

For further information, visit www.kln.ac.lk 

 

 

12 to 17 September, 2016: Milan, Italy 

Food: Shared Life – Beyond the Dish 

Host: Minding Animals Italy 2016 Summer School 

Venue: Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Milan 

In the era of consumerism and globalisation, reducing the distance between ‘our food’ 
(consumption) and ‘its origins’ (information on the production) is of paramount importance to 
understand the moral values related to food.  This process, in fact, is at the very base of any ethics 
of food, and suggests a move from the ‘private moral concern’ - connected to a sort of egoism of 
consumption - to a social morality.  Especially, speaking about food coming from animals, to reduce 
the distance between production and consumption promotes a new comprehension of human 
power over other living beings and this can be an important starting point to build a new 
conceptualisation of human nonhuman animal relations.  At the same time, it unveils the deep 
interconnections between human exploitation of animal (as described more than 100 years ago by 
Upton Sinclair in his book The Jungle, 1906).  

 

http://www.kln.ac.lk/
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In the 2nd edition of the Minding Animals Italy Summer School, these topics will be explored from 
a multidisciplinary approach, with a focus on the first sector considered in the food supply chain, 
that is the raising of livestock.  Particular attention will be paid to four sensitive issues: the access 
to all the essential informations about where does food of animal origin come from; the guarantees 
of animal welfare; the social consequences of the respect of animals as community stakeholders; 
the ethical consequences of the alimentary choices. 

Students at the Summer School will be given the opportunity to discover how things are working, 
in Italy and in the European Union, by creating an exceptional international, intercultural and 
interdisciplinary meeting of bright minds in order to offer a highly stimulating learning 
experience, which can be of long lasting value to the participants’ future work and careers.  The 
Summer School aims at establishing an interactive learning space for participants from diverse 
professional backgrounds, such as veterinary medicine, law, ethics, young graduates and PhD 
students or others who have already entered the world of work; sharing and exchanging issues 
related to animal law and ethics according to a transdisciplinary perspective, ranging from the 
scientific to the juridical and philosophical findings regarding, in particular, the current EU 
approach to animal welfare.  

Papers are invited in Italian and in English from applicants on any aspect relating to the ethics of 
eating animals, including philosophical and religious ethics, scientific, legal, psychological and 
sociological perspectives.  Potential topics include the morality of killing animals for human 
purposes, the suffering of animals in food production, the impact of industrial farming on animal 
welfare.  Abstracts of no more than 300 words should be sent via email to lavitacondivisa@unimi.it 

See also the website: http://users.unimi.it/lavitacondivisa/index.html 
 

11 to 13 November, 2016: Leusden, The Netherlands 

Animal Politics: Justice, Power and the SAtate 

Venue: ISVW, Leusden, The Netherlands 

Keynote speakers: Robert Garner, Lori Gruen, Will Kymlicka, Steven Wise, Laura Wright 

The focus in animal ethics has long been on the moral standing of sentient individuals. It was 
argued that because nonhuman animals have interests strong enough to lay a claim on others, they 
deserve certain inviolable rights, similar to how this works in the human case.  In recent years, 
political philosophers have used the idea of moral animal rights as a starting point for thinking 
about political rights.  It is argued that interests of nonhuman animals should be taken into 
account in liberal democracies for reasons of equality, democracy, or justice. 

The political approach to animal rights provides us with a new perspective on human-animal 
relations.  Conceptualising groups of animals as social or political groups can help shed light on 
relations, and clarify rights and duties, beyond the micro-level. Using political concepts, such as 
citizenship or democracy, in relation to nonhuman animals also brings to light their agency in 
human-animal relations, and shows us how they co-shape what we usually perceive as the 
product of human activity. 

Drawing on existing ideas about human social justice can show us how similar patterns work in 
relation to nonhuman animals, for example with regard to stereotyping and silencing. These 
insights can also create interspecies solidarity.  The new perspective also raises many questions, 
with regard to nonhuman animal agency, power relations, justice, and democracy. 

mailto:lavitacondivisa@unimi.it
http://users.unimi.it/lavitacondivisa/index.html
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Scholars in the broad field of animal studies (including, but not limited to, philosophy, ethics, 
political and legal studies, geography, anthropology and sociology), as well as professional 
activists are invited. 

Organising committee: Eva Meijer (University of Amsterdam), Janneke Vink (University of 
Leiden), Floris van den Berg (Utrecht University), Harry Wels (VU Amsterdam), Joost Leuven 
(University of Amsterdam) and Erno Eskens (ISVW). For more information, please email Eva 
Meijer at e.r.meijer@uva.nl 

25 to 27 November, 2016: Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany 

Animal Encounters: Human Animal Contacts in the Arts, Literature, Culture 

and the Sciences 

Hosts: Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Nuremberg in cooperation with Nuremberg 
University of Music 

Organisers: Alexandra Böhm and Jessica Ullrich 

Venue: International Conference at the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg, Department for 
German and Comparative Studies 

Confirmed keynote speakers: Lori Gruen (Wesleyan University) and Roland Borgards (Julius 
Maximilian University of Würzburg) 

For further information, please email: conference-animal-encounters@fau.de 

Conference languages are German and English 

One of the main convictions of Animal Studies is the apprehension that conceptions of the human 
and the animal necessarily depend on each other.  TW Adorno already formulated this idea in the 
1940s in his philosophical fragment Mensch und Tier and recently Giorgio Agamben has taken up 
this notion in his influential study The Open. Man and Animal.  Even the natural sciences have 
confirmed this in the meantime; new theories of domestication assume that dogs and humans co-
evolved together.  Both species can only be understood in their dependency on one another and 
through a relational historiography. 

Bruno Latour’s actor network theory, developed in the 1990s, also proved to be extremely 
influential for Animal Studies with regard to Latour’s view of societies as relational networks.  
Human and nonhuman animals are permanently situated in relation to one another and are 
mutually defined as the ‘other’.  If this referral to the other is not only comprehended as an 
abstract relationship, but rather analysed in its concrete cultural and social manifestations, the 
term ‘encounter’ becomes crucial.  In the modern world, in which, as John Berger famously 
observed, ‘real’ animals increasingly disappear, encountering the non-human other is not granted.  
An encounter, in its emphatic sense, requires for example openness for the other, a special 
attunement (Heidegger) as well as the ability to respond (Derrida).  In Entangled Empathy, Lori 
Gruen has recently argued for an alternative ethics of human animal relations, which focuses on 
the needs of individual animals and their entanglement with human lives. 

However, the arts and literature as well as cultural and scientific practices like zoology or ethology 
abound with manifold human animal encounters, whose significance as constitutive 
entanglements have already been noticed, but not systematically and exhaustively analysed for the 
cultural sciences. 

mailto:e.r.meijer@uva.nl
mailto:conference-animal-encounters@fau.de
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What happens in an encounter of self and other, human and non-human animals?  The notion of 
an encounter between humans and animals which creates a contact zone of becoming - crucial to 
Donna Haraway’s concept of ‘companion species’.  In her seminal text When Species Meet, Haraway 
writes: to knot companion and species together in encounter, in regard and respect, is to enter the world of 
becoming with, where who and what are is precisely what is at stake.  Belgian philosopher and 
psychologist Vinciane Despret also conceives the encounter of humans and animals as 
transformative for both species involved.  She analyses the anthropo-zoo-genetic practice of the 
animal experiment, or of ethology, but also in the mundane life of humans, who live with animals. 

Despret holds that the exchange between human and non-human animals is constitutive for the 
encounter and makes them enter a becoming-with, engendering new identities.  For Despret, this 
involvement of creatures is a form of agency, which for her is always interagency or shared 
agency, creating a fully functioning agent only in their togetherness. 

The subject of the conference invites contributions from the literary, historical, visual, film, media 
and musical sciences as well as from animal philosophy and animal theory, which examine 
cultural, social, and historic manifestations and practices that can be read with an emphatic 
understanding of ‘encounters’ and inquire into the structure, possibility and the meaning of 
encounters between humans and animals. 

11 to 12 April, 2017: Stellenbosch, South Africa 

Dogs in Southern African Literatures 

Call for papers: Dogs –once you start looking for them – appear pervasively in the literatures of 
Southern Africa.  Sometimes they are central characters (as in Jock of the Bushveld).  Most often 
they appear peripherally or incidentally – pet dogs, feral dogs, guard dogs, wild dogs, companion 
dogs – tangential but apparently necessary.  What are they doing there? 

We invite the submission of papers for a book collection, in conjunction with a conference.  While 
the book is envisaged as an exploration primarily of literary representations of dogs, the 
colloquium hopes to open up more interdisciplinary spaces as well, including the visual arts.  We 
hope in this way to attract in-depth essays on dogs in a wide range of genres (by ‘literary’ we 
include, amongst others, travel accounts, memoirs, diaries, historical material, magazine 
journalism, even training manuals), and from a wide range of disciplinary and theoretical 
approaches (historical, anthropological, psychological, and so on). 

While J M Coetzee’s treatment of dogs (and animal issues generally) and Marlene van Niekerk’s 
remarkable dogs in Triomf are of obvious importance, we hope to elicit explorations of neglected 
periods, spheres, cultures and regions of dog-presence, from earliest days to the present, 
throughout South Africa and neighbouring states. 

The following possibilities are intended to be suggestive, and not at all restrictive: 

 Representations of dogs in specific genres (for example, poetry, drama, children’s 
literature, folklore, orature, fiction, and so on) 

 Colonial and postcolonial, apartheid and post-apartheid representations  
 Culturally, regionally, nationally specific representations 
 Urban dogs, rural dogs, feral and in-between dogs 
 Textual politics of realism, fantasy and anthropomorphism 
 Dogs in theory (structuralist/formalist, postmodern, posthuman, Critical Animals Studies 

approaches, and so on) 



13 

 

 Dogs and aesthetic movements (for example, the Romantic dog, the Modernist dog) 
 Dogs as symbol and metaphor 
 Dogs and ‘Africanism’ (African philosophy, religion, cosmologies) 
 Dogs and animal rights issues (cruelty, welfare, experimentation, and so on) 
 Wild canids (jackals, hyaenas, foxes) 
 Dogs and their uses (companions, guards, policing, racing, and so on) 
 Dog breeds and breeding as social markers 

It is envisaged that a selection of papers from the conference would be considered for the book 
project, but contributors may wish to propose book chapters without necessarily attending the 
conference.  The conference will take place on 11-12 April 2017, on the campus of the Stellenbosch 
University at the Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study (STIAS, http://stias.ac.za/).  Abstracts 
should reach Sam Naidu, Dan Wylie, Joan-Mari Barendse and Andries Visagie by 30 November 
2016 at the conference e-mail address: DogsConference2017@gmail.com 

 

Book Announcements 
 
We would like to highly recommend the following Animal Studies publications for our Bulletin 
readers. 
 
Carrie Freeman, a Professor of Communication at Georgia State University in the USA, provides 
an invaluable edition to animal studies literature by questioning the extent to which animal rights 
activists should promote animal rights when attempting to persuade meat-lovers to stop eating 
animals.  Framing Farmers: Communication Strategies for Animal Rights is an excellent teaching tool 
for both graduate and undergraduate classes.  Carrie examines the animal rights movement’s 
struggles over whether to construct farming campaign messages based more on utility 
(emphasizing animal welfare, reform and reduction, and human self-interest) or ideology 
(emphasizing animal rights and abolition).  She prioritises the latter, ‘ideological authenticity’, to 
promote a needed transformation in worldviews and human animal identity, not just behaviours.  
This would mean framing ‘go veg’ messages not only around compassion, but also around 
principles of ecology, liberty, and justice, convincing people that ‘it’s not fair to farm anyone’.  
Carrie’s book was recently announced as a National Indie Excellence 2016 Book Awards finalist in 
the ‘social/political change’ book category.  See: http://www.indieexcellence.com/ 
 

 
 
 
Animals in China: Law and Society provides a unique examination of animal protection in China in 
its legal, social and cultural contexts, is the first ever comprehensive research monograph on the 
subject.  Just as China is called the world factory for manufactured goods, it is also a world factory 
for manufactured animal cruelty in a new phenomenon of globalised animal cruelty.  It covers all 
key areas of the debate including wildlife, companion animals, fur animals, lab animals and other 
working animals.  Deborah Cao is a law professor at Griffith University, Australia, and is also 
active in social media in China and writes about Chinese culture, society and animals. 
 
 

mailto:DogsConference2017@gmail.com
http://www.indieexcellence.com/


14 

 

 
 
A most exciting edition to animal studies literature is the reader Thinking About Animals in the Age 
of the Anthropocene that has been provided by the editors, Morten Tønnessen, Kristin Armstrong 
Oma and Silver Rattasepp.  The term ‘Anthropocene’, coined by Eugene Stoermer and popularised 
by atmospheric chemist Paul J. Crutzen, refers to the era of humankind, and is increasingly being 
used as a scientific designation for the current geological epoch.  This is because humans now 
dominate worldwide ecosystems, and affect nature in ways that rival natural forces in magnitude 
and scale.  The editors present several chapters that address the role and place of animals in this 
epoch characterised by anthropogenic (human-made) environmental change.  While some chapters 
describe human impact on the living conditions of animals, others question conventional ideas 
about human exceptionalism, and stress the complex cognitive and other abilities of animals.  The 
Anthropocene idea forces us to rethink our relation to nature and to animals, and to critically 
reflect on our own role and place in the world, as a species. 
 
 

Framing Farming: Communication Strategies for Animal Rights 
Author: Carrie P. Freeman 

Publisher: Rodopi Press 
Publication: 2016 

 
Animals in China: Law and Society 

Author: Deborah Cao 
Publisher: Palgrave Macmillan Animal Ethics Series 

Publication: 2015 
 

Thinking About Animals in the Age of the Anthropocene 
Editors: Morten Tønnessen, Kristin Armstrong Oma and Silver Rattasepp 
Publisher: Lexington Books (Rowman and Littlefield Publishing Group) 

Publication: 2016 
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Don’t forget these nine important Animal Studies publications announced in Bulletins 30 to 32: 
 

Eating Earth: Environmental Ethics and Dietary Choice 
Author: Lisa Kemmerer 

Publisher: Oxford University Press 
Publication: 2014 

 
Elephants and Egotists: In Search of Samorn of the Adelaide Zoo. 

Author: Patricia Sumerling 
Publisher: Wakefield Press 

Publication: 2016 
 

Ockham’s Razor: A User’s Manual 
Author: Elliott Sober 

Publisher: Cambridge University Press 
Publication: 2015 

 
Bird Minds: Cognition and Behaviour of Australian Native Birds 

Author: Gisela Kaplan 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing 

Publication: 2015 
 

Political Ecologies of Meat 
Editors: Jody Emel and Harvey Neo 

Publisher: Routledge Studies in Political Ecology 
Publication: 2015 

 
Becoming Salmon: Aquaculture and the Domestication of a Fish 

Author: Marianne Elisabeth Lien 
Publisher: University of California Press 

Publication: 2015 
 

Wild Life: The Institution of Nature 
Author: Irus Braverman 

Publisher: Stanford University Press 
Publication: 2015 

 
The Ethics of Killing Animals 

Editors: Tatjana Višak and Robert Garner 
Publisher: Oxford University Press 

Publication: 2015 
 

The Animals Trade 
Author: Clive J.C. Phillips 

Publisher: CAB International 
Publication: 2015 
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