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Welcome to the 19th edition of the Minding Animals Bulletin. 

Contents include: 

 Further updates on planning for Minding Animals 3 in New Delhi in 2015 

 Announcements regarding Minding Animals International Incorporated 

 Call for Nominations for Treasurer and committee members 

 An introduction to the Minding Animals Board and Committee members 

 Further notices regarding our Minding Animals Partner events: 

o 18 October, 2013: Sheffield, England - Animal Machines: animals and/as technology 
 

o 26 October, 2013: Amsterdam, The Netherlands - Our cognitive cousins: the intelligence of apes 
and dolphins 
 

o 14 to 16 November: Laurentian University, Ontario, Canada - Thinking Extinction: A Symposium 
on the Philosophy and Biology of Endangered Species 
 

o 14 to 19 November, 2013: New Delhi, India - International Elephant Congress and Ministerial 
Meet (E - 50:50) 
 

o 28 to 30 November, 2013: Karlsruhe, Germany - ICAS EU3 Conference - Technoscientific 
Developments and Critical Animal Studies 
 

o 6 December, 2013: Sydney, Australia - An evening with Marc Bekoff and the Universal 
Declaration on Animal Sentience  
 

o December, 2013: Amsterdam, The Netherlands - A seminar to consider Human Horse 
relationships 
 

o 6 to 8 February, 2014: Innsbruck, Austria - Human Animal Studies Conference 
 

o 12 to 14 March, 2014: Warszawa, Poland - Zwierzęta i ich ludzie (Animals and their People: the 
Fall of the Anthropocentric Paradigm) Conference and Art Exhibition 
 

o 19 to 21 June, 2014: Canberra, Australia - Affective Habitus: new environmental histories of 
Botany, Zoology and Emotions 
 

o 17 to 20 July, 2014: Sheffield, England – Reading Animals: an International English Studies 
Conference 
 

o 4 to 5 December, 2014: Edinburgh, Scotland - Between Apes and Angels: Human and Animal in 
the Early Modern World (CFP Close 31 October, 2014) 

The names Minding Animals, Minding Animals International, MA, MAI, the organisational logos and all content on the Minding Animals Website 

and Bulletin is © 2013 Minding Animals International Incorporated. 



Minding Animals Website 

Although the Minding Animals website was in the process of redevelopment and restructure, we 
were the victims of a recent hacking attack and have lost nearly all content.  A new temporary 
website has been established and will be developed over the coming months in tandem with a 
dedicated website for the Minding Animals Conference 3 in New Delhi. 

Our website domain remains: www.mindinganimals.com 

Special Notice – Minding Animals Conference 3 

The third Minding Animals Conference will be held in New Delhi, 13 to 20 January, 2015 

The host for the conference will be the Wildlife Trust of India, in collaboration with Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU) 

The conference will be held at JNU and other locations in New Delhi 

Further details will be made available shortly, including exciting news regarding our keynote 
speaker, plenary speakers, interfaith service, arts and documentary events 

Tentative schedule: 

13 January – Interfaith Service, Opening of Registrations and Welcome 
14 January – Opening of Conference and Keynote Address, Protecting the Animals Seminar Series, 

and Opening of Arts Festival 
15 and 16 January – Conference continues 
17 and 18 January – a weekend of special events, and a Critical Animal Studies Satellite Event 
19 January – Conference continues 
20 January – Conference concludes 

The Call for Abstracts will be made in early 2014 

Tentative MA Conference 3 Themes: 

Theme 1 – Animals and Religion 
Theme 2 – Wildlife Welfare and Conservation Science 
Theme 3 – Women and Animals 
Theme 4 – Animal Law and Public Policy 
Theme 5 – Animals and Culture 
Theme 6 – Animals and the Humanities 

The conference will be Vegan with an Indian cuisine 

Please note: just as for the first two Minding Animals Conferences, we will also have a Disputes and 

Resolutions expert helping the Board if anyone feels they need to lodge a complaint.  If you have any 

significant problems or issues if they arise between now and the conference, or you feel aggrieved in any way, 

please contact the Disputes Counsel at mindinganimals@gmail.com 

 

http://www.mindinganimals.com/
mailto:mindinganimals@gmail.com


Announcing Minding Animals International Incorporated 

Minding Animals International now has incorporated status in the USA.  The Board would like to 
take this opportunity to express our appreciation to Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP in New 
York, and to David Wolfson and Sarah Griffin in particular, for all their assistance in helping us out 
with the incorporation, and for their continuing efforts in our application for tax exempt status. 

We also have national incorporated bodies in Norway (Minding Animals Norge), Australia 
(Minding Animals Australia), Italy (MAnIta), and soon in France, and national/supra-national 
groups established in Belgium, Laos, India, Denmark, Germany and Southern Africa. 

We also have interest in the establishment of groups from Austria, Brazil, Canada, Columbia, 
Cyprus, Finland, Mexico, Nepal, New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands and the UK. 

It was decided at the Board meeting following the Utrecht conference that we needed to reconsider 

our statutes and by-laws, structure and function, whilst remaining steadfastly committed to animal 

protection.  We would continue to do this within the purview of academia, but not limit ourselves to 

one ideology, but be inclusive of many forms of animal protection, from welfare to abolition, but 

always aware that to achieve greater animal protection, we need to be compassionate, respectful and 

inclusive, and not just for domesticated nonhuman animals, but for wildlife as well. 

The working structure of Minding Animals International Incorporated is provided on the following 
page.  We have a Board of nine members, although we are still in need of a Treasurer.  Our Board 
and committee members are introduced on the following pages. 

 

Call for Nominations 

The new Board needs to fill some vacant (and vital) positions: 

 Treasurer – you must be money-savvy, a whiz with MYOB or other accounting software, and 

be committed to animals 

 Minding Animals Editor – must be familiar with publishing regular newsletters and have 

experience in being an editor for an academic journal 

 Web and Social Media Designer – should have experience in developing web-sites and be 

familiar with various forms of social media 

 Grant Writer – must have experience in writing grant and funding applications  

 National Group Convenor for Asia, the Pacific and the Americas – must be prepared to 

actively negotiate the development of new national and supra-national groups 

 Minding Animal Study Circle Convenor – must have an interest in several academic areas 

and be willing to further develop what has been a popular component of the Minding 

Animals Conferences 

All positions answer to the Board and are presently voluntary although all expenses will be 

reimbursed.  It is hoped that, except for the Treasurer, all positions will soon be paid positions 

answerable to the Board through the Executive Director.  Nominations should be sent to: 

mindinganimals@gmail.com 
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Meet the Minding Animals Board and Committee members 
 

  

Chair: Dr Rod Bennison 
Rod has been involved in animal protection issues since the late 1970s, from the sidelines 
to being deeply immersed in animal rights activism.  His work experience has taken him 
from government department, into party politics, to HIV/AIDS and drug law reform 
activism, and most notably his active roles in several environmental groups.  He was a 
sessional academic for 13 years and now manages a dedicated and tight-knit team of 
environmental scientists in an engineering and environmental consulting firm based in the 
Hunter Valley on Australia’s eastern seaboard. 

His doctoral thesis was entitled Ecological Inclusion and examined the interrelationships 
that exist between human and nonhuman animals, with particular attention drawn to the 
historical nature of those interrelationships.  He has a strong interest in the intersection of 
animal and environmental protection, particularly the rationale of why some human 
animals view some nonhuman animals and plants as pests, feral, weeds or invasive, as 
being somehow ‘out of place’. 

Rod has extensive, established networks and friendships with many academics in the field 
of Animal Studies, and with animal and environmental activists.  This has come about 
from his dedication to animal and environmental protection over the years and especially 
to his co-convenorship with Dr Jill Bough of the first Minding Animals Conference held in 
Newcastle, Australia, in 2009, from the follow-up Utrecht conference held in the 
Netherlands and from the planned conference set for New Delhi, India, in 2015.  This is not 
to forget his participation in many of the myriad partner events associated with Minding 
Animals.  Rod now helps steer Minding Animals International that he founded in 2010 
after the Newcastle conference. 

 

Executive Director (non-voting): Kim Stallwood 
Kim Stallwood is an independent scholar and author on animal rights.  He has more than 
35 years of personal commitment and professional experience in leadership positions with 
some of the world’s foremost animal advocacy organisations in the United Kingdom and 
United States of America.  This includes Compassion In World Farming, British Union for 
the Abolition of Vivisection, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, and The 
Animals' Agenda magazine.  He cofounded the Animals and Society Institute in 2005.  He 
is ASI’s European Director. 

His client organisations include Compassion In World Farming, League Against Cruel 
Sports, and GREY2K USA.  As a volunteer, he served on the boards of directors of the 
Vegan Society UK and RSPCA as well as the founding president of the Canton 
Community Association in Baltimore, MD, where he lived for 18 years, which founded the 
city’s first dog park.  He became a vegetarian in 1974 after working in a chicken 
slaughterhouse.  He has been a vegan since 1976.  His book, GROWL: Life Lessons, Hard 
Truths, and Bold Strategies from an Animal Advocate, will be published by Lantern Books in 
the coming months.  He holds dual citizenship in the UK and US.  His website is 
www.kimstallwood.com 

 

Secretary: Dr Richard Twine 
Richard is a sociologist and currently Lord Kelvin Adam Smith Research Fellow at the 
University of Glasgow.  His current research explores how to change food habits in the 
context of climate change.  He was previously a researcher at Lancaster University for the 
ESRC Centre for Economic and Social Aspects of Genomics.  Before that, he gained his 
PhD in 2002 in Manchester (MMU) and before that had studied at Stirling (BA Hons) and 
then Essex (MA Sociology).  He is the author of the book Animals as Biotechnology – 
Ethics, Sustainability and Critical Animal Studies (Earthscan/Routledge, 2010), as well as 
articles on subjects as diverse as ecofeminism, posthumanism, bioethics and physiognomy.   

Most of Richard’s work at the moment centres on exploring sustainable transitions to low 
carbon diets, especially in terms of reducing meat/dairy consumption as an important 
aspect of that.  He contends that addressing climate change and the broader ecological 
crisis necessitates a radical rethinking of our multiple relationships with other species and 
a critique of taken-for-granted anthropocentric values and practices.  For more see: 
www.richardtwine.com 

http://www.kimstallwood.com/


 

Professor Dale Jamieson 
Dale Jamieson is Professor of Environmental Studies, Director of Environmental Studies, 
Director of the Center for Bioethics, Director of Animal Studies Initiative, Professor of 
Philosophy and Affiliated Professor of Law.  Formerly he was Henry R. Luce Professor in 
Human Dimensions of Global Change at Carleton College, and Professor of Philosophy at 
the University of Colorado, Boulder, where he was the only faculty member to have won 
both the Dean's award for research in the social sciences and the Chancellor's award for 
research in the humanities.  He has held visiting appointments at the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research, Cornell, Princeton, Stanford, Oregon, Arizona State University, 
and Monash and the University of the Sunshine Coast in Australia.  He is also past 
president of the International Society for Environmental Ethics.  Dale is the author of Ethics 
and the Environment: An Introduction (Cambridge, 2008), and Morality's Progress: Essays on 
Humans, Other Animals, and the Rest of Nature (Oxford, 2002).  He is also the editor or co-
editor of nine books, most recently Reflecting on Nature: Readings in Environmental 
Philosophy, 2nd Edition (Oxford University Press, 2012) with Lori Gruen and Chris 
Schlottmann.  He has published more than one hundred articles and book chapters. 

He is on the editorial boards of several journals including Environmental Values; 
Environmental Ethics; Science, Technology, and Human Values; Science and Engineering Ethics; 
Journal of Applied Animal Welfare Science; The Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics; 
and the Journal of Applied Philosophy.  His research has been funded by the National Science 
Foundation, the US Environmental Protection Agency, the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, and the Office of Global Programs in the National Atmospheric and 
Aeronautics Administration.  He is currently a Principal Investigator on a National Science 
Foundation Project on “Assessing Assessments: A Historical and Philosophical Study of 
Scientific Assessments for Environmental Policy in the Late 20th Century”, with Michael 
Oppenheimer (Princeton) and Naomi Oreskes (UCSD).  He is also writing a book on the 
moral and political challenges of climate change, a topic on which he has worked for more 
than twenty five years.  He was previously a Patron of MAI before becoming a Director. 

 

Legal Counsel: Ruth Hatten 
Ruth graduated from Queensland University of Technology in 2001 with a Bachelor of 
Laws/Bachelor of Arts (Journalism) degree and was admitted to practice as a lawyer in 
2003.  For approximately 7 years, she practised in construction law, working as a solicitor 
for top tier firms, mid-tier firms and boutique firms, government and in-house in Australia 
and the United Kingdom.   Most recently, Ruth was legal counsel for Voiceless, the animal 
protection institute in Sydney. 

Ruth has been an animal advocate since she was 11.  She has been involved in the animal 
law movement since 2007.  She has published articles and papers on a range of animal law 
topics and has presented on animal law at law firms, universities and conferences in 
Australia and New Zealand.  Ruth has recently contributed a book chapter to the second 
edition of Animal Law in Australasia on international dimensions of animal cruelty law.  
Ruth currently works as a solicitor in Brisbane and is the Queensland Coordinator for the 
Barristers Animal Welfare Panel. 

 

Professor Clive Phillips 
Clive Phillips studied agriculture at Reading University and obtained a PhD in dairy cow 
nutrition and behaviour from the University of Glasgow.  He lectured in farm animal 
production and medicine at the Universities of Cambridge and Wales, and conducted 
research into cattle and sheep welfare.  As the inaugural holder of the University of 
Queensland Chair in Animal Welfare, he is now involved in research in animal welfare 
and ethics and the development and implementation of Australian State and Federal 
government animal welfare policies.  He has written widely on animal welfare and 
management in scientific journals, blogs and books, and he edits a new journal in the field, 
Animals, and a series of books on animal welfare for Springer. 



 

Carol Adams 
Carol J. Adams is a feminist-vegan advocate, activist, and independent scholar whose 
work explores the cultural construction of intersectional oppressions.  Her book, The Sexual 
Politics of Meat: A Feminist-Vegetarian Critical Theory is now in a 20th anniversary edition 
from Bloomsbury Academic, and has been translated into several languages.  She is also 
the author of Neither Man Nor Beast: Feminism and the Defense of Animals (1994), The 
Pornography of Meat (2003) and the co-editor of Animals and Women (1995),  The Feminist 
Care Tradition in Animal Ethics (2007) (both edited with Josephine Donovan), and the 
forthcoming Feminist Intersections with Other Animals and the Earth, (edited with Lori 
Gruen).  She pioneered work discussing and addressing domestic violence and harm to 
animals.  Please visit Carol’s website: www.caroljadams.com 

 

Professor Marc Bekoff 
Marc Bekoff is Professor Emeritus of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the University 
of Colorado, Boulder, and a former Guggenheim Fellow.  In 2000 he was awarded the 
Exemplar Award from the Animal Behavior Society for major long-term contributions to 
the field of animal behaviour, and in 2009 he was presented with the Saint Francis of Assisi 
Award by the Auckland (New Zealand) SPCA.  Marc has published more than 800 
scientific and popular essays and twenty-five books including Minding Animals, The Ten 
Trusts (with Jane Goodall), The Emotional Lives of Animals, Animals Matter, Animals at Play: 
Rules of the Game, Wild Justice: The Moral Lives of Animals (with Jessica Pierce), The Animal 
Manifesto: Six Reasons for Expanding Our Compassion Footprint, Ignoring Nature No More: The 
Case For Compassionate Conservation, Jasper's Story: Saving Moon Bears (with Jill Robinson), 
and two editions of the Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare, the Encyclopedia of 
Animal Behavior, and the Encyclopedia of Human-Animal Relationships.  In 2005, Marc was 
presented with The Bank One Faculty Community Service Award for the work he has 
done with children, senior citizens, and prisoners as part of Jane Goodall's Roots & Shoots 
program.  He was previously a Patron of MAI before becoming a Director.  His websites 
are markbekoff.com and, with Jane Goodall, www.ethologicalethics.org  

 

Dr Krithika Srinivasan 
Krithika is a Lecturer in Human Geography at the University of Exeter, United Kingdom.  
She has a PhD from King’s College London and a MA from the Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS), Mumbai.  Krithika’s teaching and research span animal studies, 
conservation, environmental politics, and the interface between development and 
environment.  Her current work seeks to understand the multiple social, political, and 
cultural factors that impinge on human interactions with nonhuman life.  A key concern is 
how these factors - whether development pathways, economic goals, science, transnational 
influences, religion or local traditions – shape spaces of social transformation such as 
environmentalism and animal protection, as well as spaces of daily coexistence, tolerance, 
and conflict. 

Other areas of research interest include compassionate conservation, inclusive urban 
habitats, and cross-cultural investigations on socio-ecological justice and animal ethics.  
Krithika grew up alongside a variety of nonhuman animals and was taught early on by her 
grandfather that the world is more-than-human.  This upbringing and a deeply political 
orientation to research and analysis cultivated during her time at TISS, influence all 
aspects of her current work on nature society interactions and animal geographies. 

 

Associate Professor Morten Tønnessen (non-Board 
Committee member) 
Morten is Associate Professor at University of Stavanger's Department of Health Studies.  
He convenes the most successful MA national group (Norge) to date, and is one of two 
National Group Convenors (for Europe and Africa).  For more information, see: 
utopianrealism.blogspot.com.au/ 
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Minding Animals Partner Events and Conferences 
 

18 October, 2013: Sheffield, England 

Animal Machines: animals and/as technology  

Hosts: University of Sheffield, in association with the Wolfson Foundation 

Venue: Jessop West Exhibition Space, University of Sheffield 

Time: 10:00 - 18.30 

Speakers: Anat Pick, Seán McCorry, Fabienne Collignon, Clara Mancini, Richard Twine, Robert McKay, John 
Miller, Matthew Cole, Emily Thew 

Website: http://animalmachines.wordpress.com/ and https://twitter.com/AnimalMachines 

Further information regarding this event, please contact Sean McCorry and Emily Thew at: 
s.mccorry@sheffield.ac.uk or e.thew@sheffield.ac.uk 

Workshop language: English 

The University of Sheffield, with support from the Wolfson Foundation, is hosting a one-day interdisciplinary 
symposium to examine the interrelations of animals and technology.  It will feature contributions from 
literature, film, the social sciences, and information studies.  The pervasive association of animality and 
technicity is not only an ontological question but also structures various material and representational 
practices.  Western philosophy has long struggled with this relation, particularly in the aftermath of Descartes’ 
famous assertion of the mechanistic essence of animality.  The ethical and political dimensions of these 
ontological questions are brought into focus in concrete ways through the lived experience of both humans 
and nonhuman animals in their everyday embodied interaction with technologies. 

 

26 October, 2013: Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Our cognitive cousins: the intelligence of apes and dolphins 

Hosts: Institute for Animals in Philosophy and Science, Vrije Universiteit, & Dolphin Communication Project  

Venue: Room HG 2A06, Vrije Universiteit, in the Hoofdgebouw (HG), on the second floor of section A, room 
#6, Amsterdam 

Time: 10:00 to 17:00 

Contacts: Justin Gregg or Esteban Rivas (please go to website for email contact) 

Join ape behavior expert Esteban Rivas from the Institute for Animals in Philosophy and Science, and dolphin 
cognition researcher Justin Gregg from the Dolphin Communication Project, for a seminar that will highlight 
the amazing scientific discoveries involving the intelligence of apes and dolphins.  This seminar will feature 
lectures covering the study of ape and dolphin cognition, and what scientists have learned about the way 
these animals use complex thinking to solve problems both in the lab and in the wild.  This seminar will 
discuss the current state of the science on ape and dolphin cognition, and compare the nature of their 
intelligence to that of humans and other animals.  For more information and registration information, please 
visit: http://www.apesanddolphins.com/ 

Or go to: http://www.facebook.com/ApesAndDolphinsSeminarSeries 
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14-16 November, 2013: Ontario, Canada 

Thinking Extinction: A Symposium on the Philosophy and Biology 
of Endangered Species 

Hosts: Laurentian University 

Venue: Vale Living with Lakes Centre, Laurentian University 

Contact person: Dr. Brett Buchanan, bbuchanan@laurentian.ca 

For more information and registration information, please visit: http://brettbuch.wordpress.com/extinction-
symposium/ 

Language: English and French 

Registration (and fee): there will be closed and public sessions – please contact Brett 

This symposium brings together leading experts in extinction studies and conservation ecology from the 
humanities and sciences, from across Canada, the US, Australia and New Zealand.  Papers and discussion will 
surround the value of endangered species, (de-)extinction, endangered species laws, technological 
reproduction of endangered species, popular and cultural representations of endangered species, threats to 
biodiversity and ecological communities, and more.  Among the highlights of the symposium includes the 
participation of multiple award winning Canadian author Margaret Atwood, and leading conservationist 
Stuart Pimm. 
 

14-19 November, 2013: New Delhi, India 

International Elephant Congress and Ministerial Meet (E - 50:50) 

Hosts: Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, the Wildlife Trust of India and the Wildlife 
Institute of India 

A special Minding Animals lecture will be held at the E-50:50 Conference presented by Kim Stallwood 

Venue: The Habitat Centre, New Delhi, India 

Further information regarding this conference is available on the website: http://elephant5050.in/ 

 

28-30 November, 2013: Karlsruhe, Germany 

ICAS EU3 Conference - Technoscientific Developments and Critical 

Animal Studies  

Hosts: Karlsruher Insitut für Technologie and Das Institut für Technikfolgenabschätzung und Systemanalyse 
(ITAS) 

Venue: Karlsruher Insitut für Technologie, Karlsruhe 

Keynotes: Anat Pick (Queen Mary University of London, UK) and Helena Pedersen (Malmö University, 
Sweden) 

The conference will also include an exhibition by Hartmut Kiewert and a special screening of Maximum 
Tolerated Dose (2012) directed by Karol Orzechowski 

Websites: critical-animal-conf.org 

Further information regarding this conference, please contact Arianna Ferrari at arianna.ferrari@kit.edu 
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6 December, 2013: Sydney, Australia 

An evening with Marc Bekoff and the Universal Declaration on 

Animal Sentience 

Details regarding this event will appear shortly at: http://thinkwildlife.uts.edu.au/ 

 

December, 2013: Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

A seminar to consider Human Horse relationships 

Details regarding this event will appear in the next Bulletin 

 

6-8 February, 2014: Innsbruck, Austria 

Human Animal Studies Conference 

Hosts: University of Innsbruck 

Conference languages: German and English 

Organising committee: Reingard Spannring, Reinhard Heuberger, Gabriela Kompatscher, Max Siller, Andreas 
Oberprantacher, Karin Schachinger and Alejandro Boucabeille  

Further information regarding the conference, please contact Reinhard Heuberger 
(reinhard.heuberger@uibk.ac.at), Reingard Spannring (reingard.spannring@uibk.ac.at) or Alejandro 
Boucabeille (alejandro17de@yahoo.de) 

Websites: www.uibk.ac.at/news/has 

See the flyer at the end of the Bulletin for the Call for Papers 

 

12-14 March, 2014: Warszawa, Poland 

Zwierzęta i ich ludzie (Animals and their People: the Fall of the 

Anthropocentric Paradigm) Conference and Art Exhibition 

Hosted by the Institute of Literary Research of the Polish Academy of Science, and partnered by Le Centre de 
civilisation française et d’études francophones (CCFEF) de l’Université de Varsovie Faculty of Artes 
Liberales at the University of Warsaw.  Funded by the Polish National Science Centre 

Patronage: Minding Animals International, Animals and Society Institute, and the ICAS 

Exhibition partner: Salon Akademii Gallery, The Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw 

Conference languages: Polish and English 

Further information regarding the conference, please visit the website or contact the conference and exhibition 
organisers: Dorota Łagodzka, Anna Barcz and Leszek Golec at animalstudies.pl@gmail.com 

Website: http://animalstudies.ibl.waw.pl/uk/ 
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19-21 June, 2014: Canberra, Australia 

Affective Habitus: new environmental histories of Botany, Zoology 
and Emotions 

Host Institution and Venue: Humanities Research Centre, Australian National University 

The Fifth Biennial Conference of The Association for the Study of Literature, Environment and Culture, 
Australia and New Zealand (ASLEC-ANZ) – and an Environmental Humanities collaboratory with the ARC 
Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions, and Minding Animals International 

Convenor: Dr Tom Bristow, ANU Research Fellow 

Perceptions, values and representations of our relationship with the physical environment have been read 
anew in the Anthropocene century through the lens of ecocriticism and affect theory.  At present we are 
witnessing a turn in ecocritical theory to the relevance of empathy, sympathy and concordance, and how these 
move across flora and fauna; yet, ecocriticism has not thoroughly considered whether human and nonhuman 
affect are reducible to a theory of the emotions.  This conference both seeks to refine the theoretical turn and to 
address the interdisciplinary shortcoming, while ecocritically articulating the contemporary expansion of the 
analysis of the humanities. 

Invited speakers include Tom Griffiths, Michael Marder, John Plotz, Will Steffen and Gillen D’Arcy Wood. 

Areas for consideration include: 

 Anthropocene aesthetics 
 Archives, encyclopaedias and images of the natural world 

 Colonialism: pre-histories and the present 

 Cultural studies: art, dance, film, literature, music, new media, photography, theatre 

 Ecocriticism and Critical Animal Studies: theory and practice of empathy 

 Ecopsychology 

 Emotions and the environment: learned feelings and historical variability 

 Environmental history: from the Middle Ages to the present 

 Global Ecologies 

 Green pedagogy: agency, senses and the lifeworld 

 Indigenous ecologies 

 Open to others: more-than-human worlds in non-western spaces 

 Seeds and seed banks 

 Studio based inquiry in one of the following fields: (i) climate change; (ii) botany; (iii) fauna – either 

extinction or migration 

ASLEC-ANZ membership comprises writers, artists, cinematographers, and musicians as well as academics 

working in and across several areas of the Environmental/Ecological Humanities, including ecocritical 

literary and cultural studies, environmental history and the history of science, anthropology and 

ecophilosophy. 

Inquiries, and paper and panel proposals to: 2014EHC@anu.edu.au 

The deadline for submission of abstracts (c. 200 words) is March 30, 2014 

Selected conference papers will be published in Animal Studies Journal, and Australasian Journal of Ecocriticism 

and Cultural Ecology. 
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17-20 July, 2014: Sheffield, England 

Reading Animals: an International English Studies Conference 

Host Institution and Venue: School of English, University of Sheffield, UK 

Abstract deadline: 19 December 2013. 

Conference contacts: Sean McCorry s.mccorry@sheffield.ac.uk or Bob McKay r.mckay@sheffield.ac.uk 

Keynote Speakers: Erica Fudge, Tom Tyler, Cary Wolfe, others TBC 

Reporting in the journal PMLA on the emergence and consolidation of animal studies, Cary Wolfe drew 
attention to the role of the Millennial Animals conference, held in the School of English at the University of 
Sheffield in 2000, as a formative event in this interdisciplinary field.  Seeking now to focus the diverse critical 
practice in animal studies, a second conference at Sheffield seeks to uncover the extent to which the discipline 
of English Studies now can and should be reimagined as the practice of reading animals. 

This conference seeks to reflect and to extend the full range of critical methodologies, forms, canons and 
geographies current in English Studies; contributions are also most welcome from interested scholars in 
cognate disciplines.  Reading Animals will be programmed to encourage comparative reflection on 
representations of animals and interspecies encounters in terms of both literary-historical period and 
overarching interpretive themes.  As such, seven keynote presentations are planned; each will focus on how 
reading animals is crucial in the interpretation of the textual culture of a key period from the middle ages to 
the present.  The conference will also feature a plenary panel of key scholars who will reflect on the 
importance when reading animals of thinking across periods and in thematic, conceptual and formal terms. 

Abstracts for 20 minute papers (300 words) or pre-formed 3 paper panels (1000 words) are welcome by 19 
December, 2013, from researchers at any stage of their career, including early career scholars and 
postgraduates.  Please send by email to readinganimals@sheffield.ac.uk 

Papers should focus on the interpretation of textual animals at any date from the Middle Ages to the present. 

We seek submissions that read animals in relation to any writers or periods or in terms of the following 
indicative list of themes: 

 Genre/Media/Form/Mode 

o animals in genre (adventure; tragedy; classic realism; satire; comedy; epic; lyric; elegy; nature 

writing; non-fiction, criticism and polemic; detective/mystery; gothic; science fiction; 

children's literature; graphic novel) 

o animal genres (bestiary; fictionalised [auto-]biography; fairy tale; fable; allegory; didactic 

story; pet memoir) 

 Arts, Aesthetics, Philosophies 

o reading animals in theatre and performance, music, visual culture, film, dance, theory 

 Ethics, Politics, Society 

o intersections of species-race-ethnicity-disability-sex-gender-sexuality-class 

 History 

o animals as subjects and objects of historical interpretation; animal materialisms; post-

anthropocentric literary and cultural history 

 Science and Technology 

o bio-engineering; technologies of animal use; narratives of meat/vivisection; ethology; 

biosemiotics and zoosemiotics 

 Environments and Geographies 

o empire and colonialism; politics and poetics of space; globalisation; zoo-heterotopias; 

extinctions; comparative animal literatures 

  

mailto:s.mccorry@sheffield.ac.uk
mailto:r.mckay@sheffield.ac.uk
mailto:readinganimals@sheffield.ac.uk


4-5 December, 2014: Edinburgh, Scotland 

Between Apes and Angels: Human and Animal in the Early 

Modern World 

Host Institution and Venue: University of Edinburgh 

Keynote speakers: Harriet Ritvo and Louise Hill Curth 

Other speakers: Ingrid Tague, Juliana Schiesari, Karen Edwards, Peter Edwards, Richard Almond and Susan 
Wiseman 

Call for papers (close 31 October, 2014) – see conference blog: http://apesandangels.wordpress.com/cfp-2/ 

Conference language: English 

Further information regarding the conference, please visit the website or contact the organisers: Andrew Wells 
and Sarah Cockram at andrew.wells@ed.ac.uk or s.cockram@ed.ac.uk 

Website: http://www.apesandangels.ed.ac.uk 

See the flyer at the end of the Bulletin for the Call for Papers 

This conference is part of an interdisciplinary research project to explore the history of early modern human 
animal relations in conjunction with the rich collections available in Edinburgh.  The history of human-animal 
relations has expanded enormously in recent years, and with it has come a renewed focus on questions 
concerning humanity, animality, society, culture and nature.  Since early works in the field, such as Clarence 
Glacken’s Traces on the Rhodian Shore or Keith Thomas’s Man and the Natural World, attitudes to animals have 
been interpreted as reflecting as well as constituting social, cultural, and intellectual currents.  More recent 
work, at the hands of such diverse scholars as Erica Fudge, Virginia deJohn Anderson, Mary Fissell, Harriet 
Ritvo and Donna Haraway, has expanded this range of perspectives into intellectual, philosophical, cultural, 
biological, social, medical and technological spheres, and this shows little sign of slowing down.  We believe 
that this field of inquiry is now sufficiently broad and mature to necessitate a gathering of interested scholars 
to survey the range and establish the extent and likely future direction of scholarly activity in human animal 
relations, and to reflect critically on the methodologies, sources, challenges, and research and teaching 
strategies in the field. 

Building on exciting recent research about early modern animals, this project aims to create a dialogue 
between scholars from a range of humanities disciplines and specialists in animal sciences to gain new 
insights into the way animals and humans lived together in the early modern world.  Of particular importance 
is an appraisal of the ground covered so far by scholars, consideration of future directions for scholarly 
inquiry, and exploration of the means, methods, pitfalls, and promise of communicating this exciting work to 
a diverse range of audiences. 

http://apesandangels.wordpress.com/cfp-2/
mailto:andrew.wells@ed.ac.uk
mailto:s.cockram@ed.ac.uk
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LAUNCHING THE FIRST
INTERNATIONAL ELEPHANT CONGRESS

AND MINISTERIAL MEET (E 50-50)

NEW DELHI, INDIA • 14 TO 19 NOVEMBER, 2013

Date & Venue

14th -19th November, 2013 at New Delhi, India 

Conference tour

A post conference tour will be organized to select wildlife areas

We welcome and invite you to be a part of this global event 

to save these majestic animals. 

For further information, please write to:

The Chair - E-50:50 Technical Committee

Inspector General of Forests and Director - Project Elephant

Government of India

E-mail: igfpe@yahoo.com 

The Co-chair - E-50:50 Technical Committee

Executive Director, Wildlife Trust of India

E-mail: vivek@wti.org.in 

FIRST INTERNATIONAL ELEPHANT CONGRESS
AND MINISTERIAL MEET (E 50-50)

NEW DELHI, INDIA • 14 TO 19 NOVEMBER, 2013
The Ministry of Environment and Forests

Government of India

The Ministry of Environment and Forests
Government of India



A pioneering conference of 50 countries from Asia and Africa that 

harbor wild populations of elephants will discuss conservation and 

welfare of elephants at New Delhi next November.

The First International Elephant Congress and Ministerial Meet (E 

50:50) to be hosted by the Indian government in New Delhi will bring 

together scholars, conservation practitioners and policy makers to 

discuss issues on elephant conservation policy. The Congress will 

include conclaves on science, culture and management culminating in a 

ministerial summit to adopt a vision charter with common minimum 

global vision on conservation, management and welfare of elephants 

across all range countries.

Elephants, the largest terrestrial mammals that share our planet with us are a global 

flagship for biodiversity conservation. Three species of elephants are found 

distributed across 50 countries today. Regardless of geo-political boundaries, 

elephants across the world face common threats of poaching, habitat loss and conflicts 

with people. 

For the long-term conservation of elephants in India, the Government of India had 

constituted the Elephant Task Force (ETF) to formulate a strategy in 2010. 

Recognising that the three species of elephants are interlinked by common threats, the 

ETF recommended, among others that India should take initiatives to bring about a 

unified approach to elephant conservation and welfare and adopt Elephant 50:50 

vision Charter. Thus the International Elephant Congress was envisioned. 

As a prelude to the Congress, the Government of India organised the E-8 Ministerial 

Meet in May 2011, that brought together a ministerial delegation of eight elephant 

range countries, viz. Botswana, Congo Brazzaville, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Sri 

Lanka, Tanzania and Thailand at New Delhi, India. The meet deliberated on various 

issues affecting elephant conservation in the world that led to the “New Delhi E-8 

Recommendation on Global Elephant Conservation. One of the outcome of E-8 

Ministerial meet was to organize International Elephant Congress and Ministerial 

Meet (E-50:50) in 2013.

Elephant Science (Population estimation, distribution, ranging 

pattern, habitats and foraging ecology, social organization and behavior, 

communication, population genetics and elephant human interactions)

Elephant Management and Conservation (Landscape conservation 

and management, population management, protection, human-

elephant conflict management, wildlife health and captive elephant 

management)

Elephant: Culture and Ethics (cultural ethos and local perceptions for 

elephant conservation, ethical issues in elephant conflict mitigations 

methods, humane training of elephant calves, welfare of elephants in 

captivity, etc)

First International

Elephant Congress and Ministerial Meet
(E 50-50)

The Need

Themes 
for

Technical Sessions



Call for Applications 
Human-Animal Studies International Development Project  
Humane Society University-Animals and Society Institute  

September 15, 2013 

After thirteen years, The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) and the Animals and 
Society Institute (ASI) are replacing their annual Animals and Society Course Awards with a 
brand new award program, the Humane Society University-Animals and Society Institute 
Human-Animal Studies International Development Project.  

Courses in HAS are continuing to grow, both in the United States and elsewhere in the world, 
and we realize that we can have more impact on the field by devoting our efforts to 
encouraging the development of HAS programs, rather than new courses, especially in areas 
that have no existing HAS programs.  To that end, we have jointly created the HSU-ASI Human-
Animal Studies International Development Project. The purpose of this competitive program is 
to provide one non-American university per year the resources to build its own human-animal 
studies program.   

While HAS programs are now proliferating at universities in some countries, a great many 
countries have faculty and students who are interested in developing such programs, but lack 
the resources to create them on their own. This program is designed to fill that gap by providing 
the financial and knowledge-based resources that universities in underserved areas need to 
build their own HAS programs.  HSU and ASI are pleased to invite applications for the first 
annual HSU-ASI Human-Animal Studies International Development Project. 

Application Deadline. December 1, 2013 

Applicant Eligibility. The applicant must be a faculty member of an Arts and Sciences school of a 
university outside of the United States. Professional schools are ineligible. Preference is given to 
universities located in countries that lack a significant presence of HAS programs. In addition, 
preference is given to universities that do not already have a robust presence of HAS programs 
(e.g., a minor or major), but that have the promise of such (e.g., one or two HAS scholars).  

The Award. The selected university receives financial and consultative support leading to the 
creation of an HAS program, including the creation of courses, marketing support, developing 
institutional and extra-institutional partners, and administrative support. A visiting senior HAS 
Fellow resides at the university for one week in the spring of 2014, during which a mini-
conference is hosted by the awardee. 

Application. In addition to a cover sheet with contact information for applicant(s) and contact 
information for the university, the application must include: (1) a brief description of the state 
of HAS in his or her university; (2) a proposal of up to three pages which describes the proposed 
program to be developed by the applicant; and (3) a description of outside partnerships, 
including at least one animal protection organization, all of which are described more fully 
below.  



1. The state of HAS description will include a list of: 

i. Scholars at the university published in HAS 
ii. Courses offered in HAS 

iii. Programs, such as minors, concentrations, certificates, or majors 
iv. Relevant student interest groups 

2. The proposed program will include descriptions of the: 

i. Fellow’s (i.e., the HSU or ASI staff member’s) proposed involvement    
ii. Mini-conference or workshop* 

iii. Time-line of program development post-award 
iv. Level of involvement and knowledge in HAS of supporting faculty 
v. University Administration support (funding and/or other resources) 

vi. Potential obstacles or objections to the program within the university  
vii. Evidence of student interest 

viii. Financial needs during year of Project and the two years thereafter 
ix. Program evaluation criteria 

* The mini-conference/workshop includes both substantive papers in HAS and discussions 
on the proposed program and is held during the tenure of the Fellow. The awardee provides 
participants, topics, site, announcements, and logistical support. 

 
3. The application should include names of agencies and/or organizations outside the university 
that have agreed to partner in some way with the program, and a description of the 
partnership activity; for instance on a specific project. Note that the involvement of at least one 
animal protection organization must be included.  

 
Selection Process. The selection committee includes members from a range of disciplines 
connected to Human-Animal Studies, and is overseen by the ASI. Applications are evaluated on 
the basis of how much interest there is at the university, how much impact the assistance of 
HSU and ASI will have, and how much likelihood there is of a viable program developing there. 
Special attention will be given to universities in a region where there are other universities with 
similar interests, and where a regional HAS presence might form.  
 
Applicants will be notified by e-mail January 15, 2014  
 
Follow Up. The applicant agrees to provide reports at six months, one year, and 18 months on 
the progress of the implementation of the program and, more broadly, the “State of the Field” 
at the university.  
 
The International Development Project is directed by Andrew Rowan and Bernard Unti of The 
Humane Society of the United States, and Kenneth J. Shapiro and Margo DeMello of the 
Animals and Society Institute. Please address all correspondence to us at: 
internationalproject@animalsandsociety.org 
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